STEP BY STEP
away from name calling.
My students and I discussed the questions below as part of a Social Studies unit entitled “Me.” I asked these questions of 21 first-graders. The results are as follows:
Have you ever called someone a name? 18 yes 3 no
If you answered no, think about it and try again: 21 yes 0 no
Why did you call someone a name?
I was mad. My brother hit me. Sherry wouldn't play with me. I just wanted to.

He calls me names, so I call him names, too.
How did it make you feel?
Glad. Happy! At first I was glad; then we fighted. Sad. She shouldn't have called me a name ’cause it was her fault.
What else could you have done?
Played with someone else. Not get into a fight, just talk. I could have told my mom.

We should play a game we both like. Go home.
Have you ever been called a name? Yes! (21 students)
Why were you called it?
I was fighting with Adam. I didn’t share my bike with her. She was mad at me.

My friend didn't like me ’cause I couldn't play at his house.
How did it make you feel?
Sad. Angry! Sad because it wasn't my fault. She called me something I wasn't and I cried.

I didn’t pay attention to her but I was mad.
What did you do?
I just went home. I called her a name back. I told my mom and dad. I hit her.

I didn't play with her for two days. My friends and me wouldn’t play with her.
Teacher comment: I expected most of the above comments because of the students’ ages (6 and 7) and their environment. This week we will be discussing alternatives to name calling.
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