ANOTHER TEACHER’S EXPERIENCE
with the listening technique.
Freshman students in my English class were divided into groups of four. Each group was given an orange piece of paper and the rules for the activity were explained:

1. Only the person holding the orange paper is allowed to speak.

2. The speaker should tell what he feels is the theme of the short story read as homework the previous night. 

3. After speaking, the speaker should pass the orange paper to the person on his right.

4. That person should then paraphrase what he believes the previous speaker said and then give his own impression of the short story's theme.
Students were not good listeners at first but soon realized that they had to listen in order to repeat the previous speaker's ideas.
In discussion after the activity, the students expressed difficulty in containing themselves. They wanted to comment and interject as the speaker explained his ideas—especially if they disagreed with those ideas. No student admitted any feelings of satisfaction at being the center of attention in the speaker role. As a matter of fact, most said they felt uncomfortable being in the limelight. However, some students expressed pleasure at the power they sensed in having control of the orange paper and the right to speak.
Submitted by a teacher from Gahana/Jefferson, Ohio, while taking the ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE course.
