DISCUSSION IMPROVES
Using listening practice.
In my Basic English 9 class, I tried the activity using erasers as the object giving students the right to speak. The assigned subject was to identify what problems the class was having. (Behavior is a continuous, on-going problem and I wanted to find out if students saw it the same way I did.)
After I explained the rules, I put the students into groups of four. As with all activities in this class, it took a while to get started.
However, the students settled in and did a good job identifying the problems. The hardest part for these kids was listening well enough to repeat what the previous speaker had said. Initially, there was some frustration at taking turns, but the prop (the eraser) really seemed to help.
In a follow-up discussion of solutions to the problem that had been identified, the whole group did not do very well in taking turns speaking and I wish now that I had continued the use of the eraser with the whole group of sixteen.
I see value in having students repeat the responses of other students and am using that technique in class on a regular basis.
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