STEERING A TATTLER

toward a positive outlook. 
One of my six-year-old students often tattles to any adult or child who will listen. Throughout the past month, I have had this boy first relate something positive about the student he was about to ”tell on,” and this procedure has greatly reduced his number of tattling incidents.
After reading the section on "tattling” in your handout, I decided to try the suggested solution with Adam. Well, it didn’t take long for me to “put it to the test.” When Adam ran up to me on the playground the very next day, I quickly but calmly said to him, “I want you only to tell on good behavior or if there is danger to a child’s life or to a thing.”
He seemed shocked by my words, but he said, “Yeah, but it’s important!” I repeated the above statement, and Adam slowly turned and walked back to the swings.
Submitted by a teacher from Akron, Ohio, while taking the ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE course.
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