CANOES BLOCK ARMS TO PAKISTAN 

U.S. aid to dictatorship finally cut.
In 1971, it was U.S. government policy to support the military dictatorship in Pakistan, which was then exploiting and killing the people of East Bengal (now called Bangladesh). A group of North American non-violent activists successfully challenged and eventually helped to change this policy. Well-known performing artists like Joan Baez wrote songs to influence public opinion on the issue. Material aids support was sent by U.S. citizens directly to the people of Bangladesh. Public education on the issue brought about massive pressure on Congress to cut off military aid to Pakistan.
Not the least of U.S. activism was the formation of a “non-violent fleet” of canoes, kayaks, and other small boats. Slipping by the Coast Guard and police vessels, the fleet met Pakistani freighters in the Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York harbors, blockading the huge trade ships to prevent them from landing.
One Pakistani ship was turned around in the Delaware River in Philadelphia. Another docked only to encounter picketers and the refusal of the local dockworkers’ union to load or unload. Many times, police were able to break through the crowd and get Pakistani boats in, but the news coverage of the tiny boats of the nonviolent confronting the huge freighters was so dramatic that public opinion was swayed in favor of the activists, and U.S. military aid to Pakistan was cut off.
See ”Canoes Block Arms to Pakistan,” by Dick Taylor, in Nonviolent Struggle Around the World (WRL 1978 Peace Calendar). Also Movement for a New Society, 4722 Baltimore Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19104.
