THOSE WHO LIVED BY THE SWORD
can, like these Austrians, be foiled.
In the mid-nineteenth century, the Austrians were trying to subordinate the Hungarians to their power, Contrary to the original treaty of the union, which Called for equal participation. The Hungarians were feeling helpless, being too weak to fight.
Fenenc Deak, a Catholic landowner, urged action, saying, "The nation that submits to injustice and oppression Without protest is doomed.” His plan was to refuse, non-violently, all recognition and support of the Austrian government.
He started to organize a plan for independent Hungarian education, agriculture, industry, and a boycott of Austrian goods. He warned the Hungarian people not to be betrayed into acts of violence or to abandon legality. “This”, he said, "is the safe ground on which unarmed ourselves we can hold our ground against armed force. lf suffering must be necessary, suffer with dignity.”
The Austrian tax collector came. He was treated respectfully; he just wasn’t paid. The Austrian police levied upon Hungarian property to settle the tax liens. They were not resisted. However, no Hungarian auctioneer would handle the necessary sale of the property. Austrian auctioneers came. No one would bid. It was too expensive to bring in Austrian bidders.
The Austrians decided that some sort of military occupation was necessary and tried to billet Austrian soldiers in Hungarian homes. But the Austrian soldiers so hated living with families who ignored and despised them, that, in spirit of no physical violence, they protested loudly against this duty.
The boycott of Austrian goods was declared illegal, but Hungarians defied the decree. The jails were overflowing. No Hungarian would sit in the Imperial parliament.
The Austrians tried reconciliation, prisoner release, and partial self government, but Hungary insisted on its full rights. For this, the Austrian emperor decreed compulsory military training, but when the Hungarians said they’d refuse, he capitulated.
On February 18, 1867, Hungary received its constitution as sought. Without arms or violence, but with patience and perseverance, the Hungarians Won Complete victory.
See Nonviolence (Miller), pp. 238-239; and The Power of Nonviolence (Gregg), pp. 15-16, and The Quiet Battle (Sibley), pp. 137-155.
