Stemming the Tide
Czech’s vigorous nonmilitant resistance to invaders 
When half a million Soviet and Warsaw Pact troops invaded Czechoslovakia in August, 1968, they expected to take over the country easily within a matter of a few days. Instead, they encountered massive resistance by the people of Czechoslovakia. Even though spontaneous and untrained, the resistance movement was able to prevent Soviet military takeover for a full eight months. The Soviets were forced to negotiate with the very Czech government officials they had planned to replace.

Immediately upon hearing of the invasion, Czechoslovakians began their resistance. The Czech news agency would not issue the Soviet press release saying that the invasion had been requested by members of their government. Clandestine radio network was set up instead, issuing counter statements.

The National Assembly and other government bodies were able to meet and make it clear they opposed the invasion.
Workers all over Czechoslovakia held one hour general strikes. Rail workers slowed the transport of military-related equipment from the USSR. The underground radio continued to broadcast, playing a vital role in preventing rumors, responding to emergencies (like finding people to harvest the potatoes and crops), and reporting important information as it became available.
Compare eight months of civilian resistance, which resulted in a compromise with the Soviets, to the estimate that the Czech army would have been able to hold out for four days. The compromise reached, called the Moscow Protocol, while far from perfect, set the stage for the increasing independence of European communist countries, and for a massive Eastern European human rights movement still progressing today.

See Gene Sharp “The Politics of Nonviolent Action”, the fellowship of the Reconciliation flier, “Disregarded History,” and the WRL 1978 Peace Calendar. 
