SHOOTING OUR OWN CITIZENS IN KENT
How reliance on weapons leads to crazy behavior.
In the spring of 1970, the Vietnam War and anti-war activity were at their peak. Early in May, President Nixon surprised the world by escalating the war through an invasion of Cambodia. In Kent, the night the word got out, frayed tempers exploded on the Water Street bar row, the scene of many past fights. This time the police were ordered to close down the bars and the action moved out and grew in the streets.

Saturday night was pretty much the same as the previous night, but crowds moved from downtown toward the campus where the ROTC building was burned down. It is not clear who was responsible for the arson. Over one hundred students and townspeople were arrested. The situation was tense but not nearly riot-level. Then Governor Rhodes called out the National Guard who happened to be in nearby Ravenna dealing with a trucking strike disturbance. The Guard members were extremely tired already from too many days and nights on call without sleep in Ravenna. In spite of the situation, classes went on Monday morning. A rally was called, to be held on the Commons, a traditional forum spot, to discuss the Cambodian action. The rally was publicized through normal channels, including an announcement on the commercial radio station in Kent. Perhaps a thousand people gathered, many out of curiosity, some just on their way between classes.

Meanwhile, the governor had apparently issued an order against public assembly. He had lashed out at students, following the earlier lead of President Nixon and Vice President Agnew. The National Guard came to the Commons that Monday noon from the far end, approaching people and asking them to leave. The crowd broke up, going both ways around Taylor Hall on top of the hill above the Commons. The National Guard split up and followed them, as the crowd began to disperse. The Guard contingent on the West Side of the building marched up Blanket Hill and down the other side, across a playing field at the bottom and right into a wire fence. Then they turned around and marched back up the hill. At the top, they turned and were ordered to fire at the crowd. Many did fire, later in court claiming self defense. In court, Adjutant General Dei Corso stated sixteen times before a grand jury that what happened here was “indiscriminate firing.”

Bill Schroeder, 19, was shot dead 380 feet away from the nearest Guardsman (a football field is 300 feet long). Sandy Scheuer, 19, was 390 feet away when killed; Allison Krause, 19, over 345 feet away, and Jeff Miller, 20, the closest, was 265 feet away when killed. Dean Kahler was 300 feet when he fell to the ground shot; he was shot a second time as he fell. Although he was not killed, the second bullet left him paralyzed for life. Bobby Stamps, 500 feet away, was shot and injured while handing a pretzel to a friend. None of the victims were armed. Five years later, the officer who had said he found a weapon on Jeffrey Miller's body admitted he had lied.
See KSU Center for Peaceful Change.
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